i94   RAILWAY  CONQUEST  OF  THE  WORLD
At the present time the country has one gigantic project
in hand which is without a parallel south of the Equator.
This is the Otira tunnel, which is being driven for sj miles
under the gorge of the same name.   This great work occurs
on the line which is destined to connect Christchurch on the
east, with Greymouth on the west, coast of the South Island.
The two points are separated by the Southern Alps, many
peaks of which jut 12,000 feet into the clouds.   This under-
taking was commenced by private enterprise, but when
35 miles of the line had been completed, the physical diffi-
culties to be overcome were found to be so great that the
company shrank from attempting the apparently impos-
sible, and accordingly the ambitious idea was abandoned.
The result was that the Government took the railway over
and determined to penetrate the mountain chain at all
hazards.    The  Otira tunnel,   though  the  most  notable
feature, is but one of many notable works, for the bridges
and smaller tunnels compel just as much attention.   To
give some idea of their frequency and character it may be
mentioned that, in a short length of 9 miles, there are 4
high steel viaducts, one of which carries the rails 236 feet
above the floor of the gorge, and no less than 17 short
tunnels, the longest of which is about 2000 feet, while
there is scarcely a mile of level line!   The grades on this
railway in some cases are very severe, that through the
Otira tunnel itself being 2 per cent., or i in 50.
From the earliest days one dream had occupied the at-
tention of all concerned in New Zealand's welfare and
progress. This was a trunk railway from Wellington to
Auckland, The fact that only some 450 miles separated
the two cities by a feasible route was hammered home vehe-
mently by enthusiasts, but it was some time before the
requisite courage and determination to effect the connection
cotild be summed up. Pessimists pointed out the great
mountains and deep, wide gorges that would have to be
conquered, and the enormous expenditure their subjuga-
tion by the steel highway would entail. To-day, however,
the North .Island Trunk railway connects the two points.